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A Guaternalan woman, kst in thought, sits in the waiting room of a small hospltal in San
Maroos, Guatemala, a stop on a recent medical mission trip led by St. Francis' Dr. Michael
Elmore. He was accompanied by several other St Francds stzffers in this annual trip to the
impoverished Guatemalan highlands. Story and additional photos on pages 6 and 7.
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SOUCEEY, colonial conquest, political
corruption, military repression and

" crushing poverty, And in spite of all of this,

the campesings of the war-ravaged
Guatemalan western highlands always put
om a smile when St. Francis Hospital's D

& Michael Elmore, sastroenterologist, and his
 medical mission crew make their annual visit
- to San Marcos

“Of all my previous trips to Central and
South America, this one was indeed amazing
with respect to how the Holy Spirit moved

~in the lives of our trip members and those

we ministered to,” says Dr. Elmore about the
late February trip, his 14th, to the Guatemalan

- “department” that borders Chiapas, Mexico.
© O the 35 professionals and family members

who made the trip, several have direct ties
bo St Francie Drs, Gerald Walthall, Jon

C A andelbawm. Dave Duankde and Mike Elmore;

nurses Cecilia Quade, Lora Hib and Amira
Kehoe; physicial therapist Jennifer Locklier;

- computer technician Mark Ely; and marketing
communications manager Chris Brooks.

The group’s medical activity cenbered on

- the El Jardin Hospital in San Marcos, i

byDr Julio Fuentes, whom Dr. Elmorne

uatemal

Stong andl phatos h !.'.meplw.r Brooks, APR

befriended and swho has eoordinated these
I:ri.]_15 OWIET :h;'_'_ﬂ.'rlrx. Theera, and at the nea I".'I:r"
national hoapital, Dr. Mandelbaum
Pn_‘-rfcl-rmq:ud 17 surgerics in three days, somie
under trying conditions. The rest of the
mission tenm wis delivered in four-wheelers
to three different remote mountain 'l.'i.”u'l._:n.',t‘s..
some at 9,000 feet in the clouds, for day-long
Climics amid the dust, wond smoke and tin-
roafed hovels. Owverall, mare dhan S0
Guatemalans, many direct Mavan
descendents, were examined and tmeabed
over a three-day period.

What all in the group came away with was
a pervading fecling that these couragpously
happy people were having just as much a
positive effect on them as the reverse.

"My #ves have been opened and my heart
touched after waorking with the people of
Gueaternala,” s Locklier about the mgm iplF ]
regidents who suffer from the lowest lifespan
of any indigenous people in our hemisphers

47 vears for men, 48 vears for women,

The sweetness of the people, the urgent
e for care and the intense spirit uniil:r' of
the experience put a glow in the hearts and
a rekindled spirit in all who were forfunate
enough towork with these incredible peophe.
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thanked me
For the care
we had given
her — she said,
| cannok pay

you, |1ul! God
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you have done.” i

”.Il.ll-d I}u|1l|.|r:. .I'I'l I].

A

Incincianeaneencansen iiing

) ¢



ULARLUARLUSARLUARLAARY LS (LY 1L ELL ) 1

|FOR AWRY.
UES MAKE tmnmj




