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Elsnore has bearmed since his first
trap that wonl among anspeople
spreads cuickly when the medical
AN AT Ve,

In 1989, be wes operating on
padents & a clinic in San Marcos
when local doctor Jelio Fuentes
dropped in to stucy Elmons's endo-
scopic procedurcs. Fueetes told
§ Elmooe that bhe runs, stocks aod
staffs his oem hospital with 2 bare
minimum of supplies and assis-
tance,

Once o month Foestes bolds a
free clinse for locsls who camnot
afford any other asd.
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Dr. Michael Eimore, middle, wearing blue shirt, pauses with medical team members during visit to a town Lifelong friendship
in Guatemala on & beef break from thelr mission.

Medical team brings hope
and healing to Guatemala

Ey] OHM-JOSEFH O HANSSON

Dr Michs: Elmore mever gets
used o his first day back at wock afier
a vacation. His vacstion. however. an:
uelike the sammertime holidays of
mast Southsders. Every yesr, Elmone
travels through Central America with
madical missions leam thal provides
free health cane and spirinal lealing 10

“Coameng back o my job is danger-
o, cxplaimed FElmore, o gasinosinlot=
tinal spocialisi af Su Francis Hespital
aad Foealih Centers. *Somelimes, | just
=wanil T sy, shul Gt when people
here cormplain aboul modical servics.
Tiey have mo fdea bow he st of the
ol lves.™

Elmome’s latest trip took him and 35
ream members o San Mascos,
Goatenmla, aml simoonding mikons
from blay 31 o Jume 7. The irip was
made poodhie through several bhasa-
nesses and orgamizations, incheding
Ambassadsir Traved Club,
Ambasasdors for Children, Fabital for
Hamanity, and the Soathidde based
People Helping Penple netwrek, The
Community Church of Greersaood
sl Bnadfan Creck Chrisitsn Chuorch
gl sepd workers and funds.,

There are around G0000 resddents
in San Maroos, bof almost SO0
ol v inthe sarmounding arca. As
a docior of enchoscopy, Elmone cared
foxr the tro- inlestival ailsments of vil-
lagers who ofien lined up o hoos
Exfore the momang clinics began.

Elmore’s wam inchaded bocal and
muticnal medical practitionen: specisl-

plesLo:
Phyeical tharapiet Jonry Lockisar of St Francis Hoepital and Hoalth
Cankars knaalz to halp a patiant at & mission’ i Guatemala

hungry or in noad of shelter™

Jenmy Locklesr. an oocupeticesl
therapist from 5t Frances Hospital
who travelsd with Elmors, sdded,
“You coulld s b difference o de
finces of the people nfter the team lefin
villsge. The pesple there wene w
approciative of sy help that we could
give them, whether it was medscl aid,
praying and ialking with them or jusg
playing with the kids. We may nod
have boem able o treat @l thear prode-
Joms bl wie Bl al lesed given tean
hope.”

The group built sheliers for earth-
cuake amdd wodong forvvors wnth
Habitat for Homamity during the first
fwo days of June, The next dav

Drespate lacking & common kan-
guage, Elmare andd Fuentes became
meck friends. The Soushside docior
soon realived that doctors in Central
Amenca are poorly educated amd
under-oquipped for emergency sit-
ations, When a local doctor miss out
of supplies, patients are ol refeqmed
1o ancther doctor o a national hos-
pital. The patents are sumply tarmed
| avvay.

: Fuenies bocane Elmoe’s con-
tact for furhcr trips to Central

Amenca,

y In April 19806, 5 Francs
i Hospiial domated endoscogic ecuip-
ment that ke later delivered to
Fusntes on his second trp.
| Elmore said, “When our feam
-._.h._q,;:n:-tn gets there, Julio smiles and says,
“Movwy my work can begin.” He has a
great heast for his people.”
Because of their plight

Elmoee deseribed one encosnter,
armong many from his experiences,
that he wall never forgel. His tearn
had spent a day wiorking st climics in
A rcmesEc Arca uf Pemi. '.Eln: SLI YYES
sefting below the mountsing, ond
the local missionany advised the
Mot resideres had never soen adogor 1621 10 retum 10 their base before
il Elmiore’s fexm arrived, nightfall, He snnounced 1o the lme

“Most don’t wnderstand  how of villagers still waiting outside
hygiene affects helr heabth” Elmore Elmore’s clinic that the dectors
olserved. “They live with their sni- would only be able o real ose
nenks in dirt floor bomes and there is member of each family before they
porE-tieno smitation had to keave. He remembers ooe

He displayed a photogmph of three mother who stepped  through the
ramskackle cuthouses: “These are the ooy with five children behind her.
nice facilites. Yoa don't wanl o 86€ oy can only treat one of yoar
the: oifiers. Most of the medical prob- 44000 e had 10 tedl bee. “You
Joms couid be solved if he peoglehad b

clean waker il batlaooms.™
NWWMimlmﬁim1h Ene and finally
discases, parasites and  bacteria F“‘,“imﬁ'_my e
Eimere described the Guatemala : scagh :
the PHAITIEAN He peused. and then admitted, 1

health syitem as & shambles.
-'11-.-.-i=-.fs:. e i wirers dee NOPE W mever have b0 see that

JEAL,
Elmore added, “T have fallen in
love with the people and the culture,

Submired
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In ."..prll 113, 51 Frandis
Hospatal donted endoscopic equip
ment that be later delivered 1o
Fuentes on his second imp.

Elmore saad, “When our feam
goete there, Julio smiles and says,
‘o my work can began.” He has o
gread heart for has people.’™
Because of their plight

Elnnere deseribod one encounter,
amyong many from his experienoes.,
that he will never forgel. His teaan
Bl spent & day working ot clinics in
a remoie area off e, The sum was
seting below e mounising, and
the lowal madsaonary  sdvised b
weamn o peburn 0 their base before
mghifall. He annotmeed o the T
of villagers stll waiting  outside
Elmore's clinie that the doctors
woull only be able to ea one
member of each family before they
had to leave. He remembers one
mother who stepped  through  the
door with five claldren behingd her

“We can only tresl one of your
chilibren,” he had 1o tell her. *You
must choee one.” The wiiman
booked down the line amd Dmally
pesntid 1 one,

“That broke my hearl.”™ he saad.
He pauvsed, amd then admntied, ~1
hope we never have (o see ihad
agaimn.”

Elmiore added, “1 have fallen in
kove with the people and the caliune,
and I can honestly say that soae of
the best weeks of my life have been
spent in those countries. [ have
never known anyone in the group o
iell me that ihey didn't ged as much
ol oof the mip as they pat in”

Tee loagtime Southsice docior
sapl Yoo can't outzive God. When
wiply comanii to His work, His bless-
s are cnommos."



